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YH  UnlOOIJfTIS: 


INTRODUCTION 


No  man  in  history,  as  it  is  known  to  -us,  has 
ever  lived  a life  like  that  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth. 
Though  his  life  was  one  of  suffering  and  ended  on 
a Roman  cross,  yet  he  became  so  prominent  a per- 
son. The  problem  of  this  thesis  is  to  find  out 
when  and  how  did  Jesus  become  conscious  of  the 
cross.  For  this  purpose  it  deals  with  those  event 
in  the  life  of  Jesus  where  he*  speaks  about  his 
death  and  the  meaning  of  the  cross.  The  signifi- 
cance of  such  a study  is  that  it  deeply  influ- 
ences one’s  attitude  toward  the  Christian  re- 
ligion, because  it  deals  with  its  founder  and 
spiritual  leader.  It  certainly  is  of  great  im- 
portance to  know  whether  Jesus  was  a martyr,  an 
apocalyptic  enthusiast,  or  a Son  of  his  heavenly 
Father  proclaiming  a divine  message  for  our  sal- 
vation. The  problem  reaches  to  the  bottom  of 
these  difficult  questions. 

This  study  is  especially  difficult  because 
of  theological  interpretations  and  speculations 
which  have  obscured  the  historical  facts.  There 
certainly  is  a great  artistic  value  in  the 
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lines  of  Stainer’s  great  cantata,  in  which  he 
says,  "He  has  come  from  above,  in  his  power 
and  love,  to  die  on  this  Passion-Day."  So  too, 
the  statement  "the  Lamb  slain  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  world"  highly  evaluates  the  death 
of  Jesus,  and  the  suggestion  of  Simeon  to  Mary 
in  the  Temple,  "Yea,  and  a sword  shall  pierce 
through  thine  own  soul,"  has  great  poetical 

value.  Expressions  like  these  simply  appeal 

0 

to  our  sense  of  appreciation  and  have  no  im- 
portant place  in  this  study.  The  attempt  is 
made  to  come  as  close  as  possible  to  actual 
facts.  Therefore  many  theories  are  discussed 
and  tested  of  their  value. 

For  the  most  part  this  thesis  is  based 
on  the  Synoptic  records.  In  order  to  avoid 
narrow-mindedness,  however,  occasionally 
other  biblical  source  material  is  taken,  which 
shows  that  prejudices  are  strictly  disregarded. 
This  principle  of  dealing  fairly  with  every- 
body’s opinion  is  also  observed  in  the  use 
of  non-biblical  material.  Plenty  of  books 
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are  used  and  their  theories  discussed.  Nearly 
every  "book  mentioned  in  the  bibliography  has 
made  some  contribution,  I am  greatly  indebted 
to  the  authors  of  those  books. 
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CHAPTER  I 


DID  JESUS*  EARLY  MINISTRY  INVOLVE 
ANY  THOUGHT  OP  A CROSS 

Jesus,  morally  and  spiritually,  in  line 
with  the  Hebrew  prophets. 

A carpenter  without  rabbinical  training. 

Before  entering  his  ministry  Jesus  probably 

was  a carpenter  and  housebuilder  in  Nazareth. 

He  could  not  have  been  a rabbi,  because  the 

astonishment  of  his  neighbours  is  too  genuine, 

and  their  knowledge  concerning  his  outward 

1 

career  tooreliable.  The  many  years  during  which 
he  worked  at  his  trade  witnessed  the  growth 
of  his  religious  character.  He  was  a keen  and 
thoughtful  Jew,  who  probably  had  learned  more 
from  observation  of  nature,  intercourse  with 
men,  and  communion  with  God,  than  from  books. 
The  legal  questions  which  absorbed  the  atten- 
tion of  the  rabbis  do  not  seem  to  have  been 
his  source  of  inspiration.  His  daily  occupation 
naturally  tended  to  give  him  more  interest  in 
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the  vital  issues  presented  by  the  prophets.  They 
probably  had  taught  him  that  God  desired  righ- 
teousness and  not  sacrifice,  that  chariots  and 
horses  could  not  deliver  Israel  "but  trust  in 
Jehovah  only,  and  that  the  great  day  of  the 
Lord  will  soon  arrive. 

A decisive  moment  in  his  life.  His  eager- 
ness for  every  sign  of  the  coming  of  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven,  might  probably  have  been  one  of 
the  motives  that  led  Jesus  to  hear  the  words 
of  John  the  Baptist,  who  was  preaching  repen- 
tance and  that  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  near 
at  hand.  The  impression  must  have  been  over- 
powering. Jesus  submitted  to  the  sacred  bath. 
Later  tradition  associated  various  miraculous 
features  with  the  event  and  many  scholars  sup- 
pose that  Jesus  had  an  ecstatic  vision  which 
convinced  him  that  he  was  the  Messiah.  There 
is,  however,  no  indication  that  he  was  a 
visionary  and  no  justification  for  the  view 
that  he  regarded  himself  as  the  Messiah.  We 
can  only  be  sure  that  the  baptism  had  a de- 


v.silT  •adedqoTc  edd  vti  bedneesTQ  aeuaai  IsfJtv  9df 
-rtrtri  bttiaeb  boD  Srrif  mid  j*f  ui  yldzdoiq 
be:}  8doiTsr'o  ZB&f  , 90  iliic.-s  dco.  .one  eaenauoed 
rfi  dud  '91312 1 ?svila.i  don  bXi/oo  csesiori 

ortt  1c  ys<b  edd  dsrfd  bns  ,rlrro  rtevorfsX 

• 3Vi':r  ••.'■  Iliv  ic.l 

- .-  exH  . j'ixI  s i. ; ~*i  drretr;rn:  9'fieioe  - /, 

- ; 3'U  re  3>Ti~  co  €-;j-  / c rni  ' vie  vs  xol  easn 

- • r-c  J 3-;  :•  yX.--?::'0':  drhi:  , rrev  s lo  mob 

'9‘  Od  • i ■ •;.’  ' .if  S9VX  ft."  °.'‘fd 

-,f--'qsx  gnifioaeiq  ea.r  erfw  td3id:rsSr  arfd  nrloT.  "lo 

' 

~~-vo  freed  evjsri  da  or*  noi-iaeiqmi  eriT  . boad  ds 
• od  5 s d d juncr oa  axjs9"L  •sniiswoq 

ewolooaiim  eooiisv  ba  ‘ io  : - • oidlbaid  i©  | 
-qrja  dialed.? a yrtR.r  dnavo  ©rid  rfdiv  eai  ^ 

• rc  *•  • •'  i b.  • ' a -i  :»*;  wit  jfc'.oq 

. . . • ' ' • { ;.  ■ ••  • - o 

3 fa"  ’rt  daxid  rroi  MoiLni  orr  , ?3  v©  rofi  ,ai 
-XV  ? ~£ c rrcX-t 'oxli  ; ji  on  bn a yxsroiaiv 
s .ru=ieasM  ©rfd  e*  Hassid  babisse t erf  darfd 
-e’S  .j  raldqacf  odd  da  rid  si's  ©d  yXrro  rreo 


6 


cisive  influence  on  his  future  life. 

A proclaimer  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

After  the  baptism  Jesus  probably  went  into  the 
wilderness.  Here,  in  the  so-called  temptation 
experience,  he  faced  the  ideal  for  his  future 
career  with  the  opinions  held  by  the  people 
of  his  day  concerning  the  course  God’s  repre- 
sentative should  take.  He  clearly  saw  before 
himself  the  popular  pictures  of  the  methods 
by  which  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  was  to  come. 

He  thought  of  the  method  he  should  take.  Should 
he  devote  himself  primarily  to  man’s  physical 
needs?  Should  he  attempt  something  spectacu- 
lar which  would  gain  him  publicity  as  accre- 
dited of  God,  and  so  capture  men’s  imagination 
and  confidence,  or  should  he  ally  himself  with 
the  ruling  classes  and  powers  of  his  age,  and 
so  procure  backing  for  his  spiritual  purpose? 

All  these  questions  and  perhaps  many  others 
Jesus  answered  for  himself  in  the  negative. 

He  determined  not  to  minister  to  the  national 
pride  of  the  Jews.  His  message  was  the  preaching 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 
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Fearing  outbursts  of  enthusiasm  and  vene- 
ration. All  the  Synoptic  Gospels  record  that 
Jesus  went  about  in  Galilee  proclaiming  the 
coming  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  before  he  made 
Capernaum  the  center  of  his  activity.  At  Caper- 
naum he  spoke  in  the  synagogue.  Among  the 
listeners  surely  were  those  whose  minds  were 
occupied  with  the  thought  of  a perfect .realized 
theocracy,  and  also  those  who  looked  eagerly 
for  an  occupant  of  the  throne  of  David  and  a 
conquerer  of  the  heathen  nations.  It  is  not 
impossible  that  these  ideas  had  unbalanced 
some  minds  and  caused  a terrible  excitement. 
Jesus,  however,  seems  to  have  feared  the  out- 
bursts of  enthusiasm  and  of  veneration.  He 
retired  to  solitary  places. 

Jesus,  morally  and  spiritually,  in  anta- 
gonism with  traditional  Judaism. 

Assuring  forgiveness  of  sins.  One  cannot 
determine  how  long  time  had  elapsed  when  Jesus 
was  recalled  to  Capernaum  ty  a message  from  the 
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Roman  centurion  who  had  "built  the  synagogue  in 
* 1 

which  he  had  once  preached.  He  desired  him  to 

heal  a favorite  slave.  While  Jesus  was  on  the 
way  to  comply  with  this  request,  Jesus  was 
urged  not  to  defile  himself  by  entering  the 
house  of  a Gentile,  but  to  heal  by  a word  of 
command.  The  record  informs  us  that  Jesus 
healed  the  slave  and  many  other  sick  persons 
that  were  carried  to  him.  It  was  a common  be- 
lief, however,  that  a man  does  not  become  ill 
unless  he  has  sinned.  The  sufferers  were  there- 
fore constantly  tormented  by  the  consciousness 
of  unforgiven  sin.  The  Pharisees  taught  that 
God  can  forgive  sins  only  by  means  of  priestly 
mediation.  Jesus  must  naturally  have  shocked 
many  of  his  hearers  when  he  declared  that  he 
ha^  the  right  to  assure  forgiveness  of  sins. 

By  doing  so  Jesus  destroyed  a prerogative  of 
the  priestly  class,  which  must  have  caused  a 
bitter  feeling  against  him.  This  act  of  Jesus 
does  by  no  means  prove  that  he  believed  in 
the  identity  of  sickness  and  sin,  but  rather 
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his  conviction  that  the  sick  needed  the  assurance 
that  his  past  sins  do  not  stand  in  the  way  of  his 
entering  into  a proper  relation  to  God. 

Communi cat ing  with  publicans  and  sinners. 
There  seems  to  have  been  a custom  house  at  Caper- 
naum. On  reaching  it,  Jesus  espied  a taxgatherer 
named  Levi  sitting  at  his  desk.  Any  orthodox 
Jew  would  have  passed  him  with  scorn;  for  the 
taxgatherers  were  outcasts  among  the  Jews  be- 
cause of  their  apparent  alliance  with  the  de- 
tested Romans.  No  Jew  would  have  discharged 
this  odious  office  unless  he  were  oblivious 
alike  of  patriotism  and  of  religion.  Hence  it 
had  surprised  the  populace  and  shocked  the 
Pharisees  that  Jesus  showed  a kindly  interest 
in  them.  It  is  quite  possible  too  that  one 
had  seen  him  ’eating  and  drinking  with  tax- 
gatherers  and  sinners.*  No  doubt,  Jesus  did 
not  hold  aloof  from  men  and  even  women  who 
were  shunned  by  polite  society;  for  he  said, 

'•I  did  not  come  to  call  righteous  men,  but 
sinners.”  Thus,  Levi  bedame  one  of  his  leading 
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disciples  and  the  most  despised  woman  from  Mag- 

dala,  "by  the  name  of  Miriam,  was  cured  from 

seven  demons,  which  probably  means  that  she 

1 

was  cured  seven  times. 

Refusing  to  fast . The  criticisn  against 

Jesus  still  increased  when  it  was  learned  that 

he  never  fasted.  John  the  Baptist  could  be 

understood,  because  he  showed  his  sainthood  by 

asceticism,  but  Jesus  probably  did  not  let  his 

hair  grow,  nor  did  he  live  only  by  locusts  and 

wild  honey.  Hence  it  began  to  be  saids  "He  is 

2 

a glutton  and  a wine-bibber. M As  one  asked  him, 
why  he  and  his  disciples  did  not  fast,  he  pro- 
bably had  answered  that  one  cannot  put  a new 

piece  on  an  old  garment  or  pour  new  wine  into 
3 

old  skins.  Was  he  not  refusing  to  cooperate 
with  the  priesthood  in  the  land?  He  had  his 
own  way.  Compromises  were  declared  by  him  of 
no  permanent  value.  The  whole  system  of  laws 
needed  a new  interpretation. 


1 Luke  VIII.  2. 

2 Matthew  XI.  19. 

3 Matthew  IX.  14-17 
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Breaking  the  Sabbath.  Most  offence  was  caused 
by  Jesus*  breaking  of  the  Sabbath.  It  was  observed 
that  hi 8 disciples  had  plucked  ripe  ears  and  had 
rubbed  out  the  grain  between  the  palms  of  their 
hand 8.  This  was  a double  violation  of  the  Sabbath 
law,  because  plucking  of  an  ear  as  well  as  thre- 
shing was  forbidden  on  that  holy  day.  When  Jesus 
was  accused  for  allowing  this,  he  defended  him- 
self by  saying  that  even  David  had  disregarded  the 
law,  as  he  took  the  hallowed  bread  of  the  sanctua- 
ry at  Nob  which  * It  was  not  allowable*  for  any  but 

1 

the  priest 8 to  eat.  The  priests  themselves,  he 

finally  replied,  constantly  violate  the  letter  of 

the  law  by  doing  the  work  of  the  Temple  on  every 
2 

Sabbath  day.  It  does  not  matter  very  much  that 

Jesus  wrongly  supposed  the  priestly  regulation 

he  had  in  mind  to  have  been  in  force  in  the  time 

of  David,  txit  he  squarely  laced  the  issue.  "The 

Sabbath  was  made  for  man,  and  not  man  for  the 

Sabbath."  Human  need  comes  first  and  then  the 

Temple.  "It  is  mercy  that  1 require  and  not 
3 

sacrifice. " 


1 1 Samuel  XXI.  1-6. 

2 Mattncw  XII.  1 ff.;  Mark  II.  23  ff. 

3 Hosea  Vl.  «. 
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Rejecting  the  syetem  of  tabus.  The  condition© 

in  Galilee  became  more  insecure  lor  Jesus  and  his 

disciples  after  a number  of  Pharisees  had  arrived 

from  Jsrrusalem,  either  from  curiosity  or  for  the 

1 

purpose  of  checking  the  dangerous  movement.  They 
may  probably  have  been  invited  by  the  Galilean 
Pharisees,  who  were  offended  by  Jesus1 2  unmeasured 
denunciations.  He  had  attacked  them  as  a class, 
and  had  condemned  their  self-complacency,  forma- 
lism, and  greed.  By  saying  that  Israel  is  like 
sheep  without  a shepherd,  Jesus  had  still  intensi- 
fied their  anger.  These  learned  men  from  Jerusa- 
lem soon  observed  that  Jesus*  disciples  did  not 
wash  their  hands  before  their  meals.  This  was  an 
important  discovery,  and  Jesus  gave  a striking 
answer  in  defense  of  his  disciples.  "Hear  me,  all 
of  you,  and  understand J”  he  cried.  "There  is  no- 
thing from  without  the  man,  that  going  into  him 
can  defile  him;  but  the  things  that  proceed  out 

of  the  man  are  those  that  defile  him. "Mark  correct- 

2 

ly  understood  him:  "This  he  said,  making  all  meats 


1 Matthew  XV.  1 ff.;  Mark  VII.  1 

2 Mark  VII.  14,  15. 
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clean."  Thus,  Jesus  had  rejected  the  whole  system 
of  tahus  laid  down  in  Scriptures. 

Accusation  of  “blasphemy  against  the  good  spirit. 
The  Pharisees  could  not  deny  that  Jesus  did  mighty 
works  among  the  people.  Yet  they  intended  to  discre- 
dit him.  This  they  did  “by  ascribing  his  success  to 
black  art.  He  had  the  power  over  the  demons,  because 
he  was  the  prince  of  the  devils,  Beelzebub.  It  was 
a preposterous  allegation,  and  Jesus  contemptuously 
demonstrated  its  absurdity.  If  Satan  drives  out  Satan, 
his  kingdom  is  divided  against  itself,  and  cannot  re- 
main. Civil  strife  is  fatal  to  any  state.  There  were 
Jewish  exorcists,  however,  whose  work  was  approved 
by  the  Pharisees.  Why  was  he  condemned  for  doing 
what  they  professed?  It  is  only  by  mastering  its 
lord  that  a stronghold  can  be  mastered.  His  mastery 
of  the  evil  spirits  proved  that  he  had  fought  against 
Satan.  Their  accusation  consequently  was  not  merely 
slander  against  a fellow- Israelite,  but  blasphemy 
against  the  good  spirit  through  which  the  demons 
had  been  cast  out.  They  were  guilty  of  a sin  for 
which  there  is  no  forgiveness.  After  this  conflict 
with  the  Pharisees  Jesus  decided  to  leave  his 
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people,  at  least  temporarily,  and  to  betake  himself 
to  Phoenicia.  With  a heavy  heart,  no  doubt,  he  went 
into  exile. 

The  prospect  of  success  and 

the  thought  of  a cross. 

The  experience  of  the  prophets  of  old.  The 
main  purpose  of  the  former  sections  was  to  bring 
out  the  points  of  difference  between  Jesus  and  the 
traditional  priesthood.  These  differences,  no  doubt, 
form  the  very  basis  of  the  thought  of  a cross.  This 
section  has  the  purpose  of  discussing  and  determi- 
ning whether  Jesus  could  have  had  the  thought  of 
a cross  in  his  early  ministry.  No  true  spokesman 
of  God  in  Israel  was  unaware  of  the  difficulties 
that  lay  in  the  way  of  realizing  his  ideals.  In 
Scripture  we  read  of  prophets  who  shrank  from  the 
responsibility  laid  upon  them.  They  were  continu- 
ally expecting  opposition  from  their  fellow  men, 
an  opposition  that  might  even  cost  them  their 
lives.  Very  often  these  prophets  of  old  found 
themselves  without  success.  Their  message  was 
despised  and  their  hopes  were  thwarted.  In  spite 
of  all  this  they  chose  a profession  that  offered 
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so  little  prospect  of  success.  "Necessity  was  upon 

1 

them;  to  resist  would  have  been  worse  than  death." 
Jesus  probably  had  felt  the  same  necessity  while 
proclaiming  the  divine  message.  He  also  had  experi- 
enced great  opposition.  As  he,  therefore,  conveyed 
his  experience  of  baptism  to  his  disciples  he  could 
easily  have  combined  the  thought  of  the  second 
Psalm  with  the  forty-second  chapter  of  Isaiah.  In 
these  passages  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
king,  to  whom  Yahweh  says,  "Thou  art  my  Son,  this 

day  have  I begotten  thee,"  and  he  to  whom  he  will 

2 

give  the  nations  as  his  inheritance,  is  at  the  same 
time  that  mysterious  Servant  of  Jehovah,  "My  be- 
loved, in  whom  I am  well  pleased,"  whose  tragic 

yet  glorious  destiny  is  adumbrated  in  the  Book  of 
3 

Isaiah.  These  statements,  if  they  are  no  later 
additions  or  inventions,  make  it  possible  that 
Jesus  could  have  combined  these  two  lines  of 
thought,  and  consequently  did  not  start  his 
ministry  with  cloudless  hopes  of  success. 

The  taking  away  of  the  bridegroom  f rom  the 
bridal  party.  There  are  many  passages  in  the 


1 Sh.  J.  Case,  "Jesus"  A New  Biography,  p.  260. 

2 Psalm  II.  7. 

3 Isaiah  XLII.  1 ff. 
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Synoptic  records  which  have  been  used  to  show  that 
Jesus  had  the  hour  of  his  death  on  the  cross  before 
his  eyes  from  the  beginning  of  his  ministry.  But 
there  is  only  one  instance  where  he  distinctly  re- 
ferred to  his  death.  This  occurred  when  the  disciples 
of  John  the  Baptist  asked  him,  "Why  do  we  and  the 
Pharisees  fast  often,  but  Thy  disciples  do  not  fast?" 
Jesus  replied  to  them,  "Can  the  sons  of  the  bride- 
chamber  mourn  so  long  as  the  bridegroom  is  with 
them?  But  the  days  will  come  when  the  bridegroom 

1 

shall  be  taken  from  them,  and  then  shall  they  fast." 
This  passage  must  belong  to  Jesus*  early  ministry, 
because  a refusal  to  fast  could  not  be  unobserved 
for  a long  time.  At  once  it  attracted,  the  attention 
of  everybody.  These  words  prove  that  Jesus*  disciples 
did  not  have  any  expectation  of  their  master’s  death. 
Jesus  himself  had  encouraged  them  to  be  joyful  like 
the  guests  and  friends  of  a bridegroom  during  the 
wedding  festivities.  They  need  not  be  understood 
as  a prophecy  of  the  coming  of  the  cross;  they 
merely  refer  to  the  parting  which  is  inevitable 
in  the  case  of  all  human  relations.  In  any  case, 


1 Matthew  IX.  15;  Mark  II.  19  ff.;  Luke  V.  33 
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however,  the  taking  away  of  the  bridegroom  from  the 
bridal  party  is  not  the  universal  experience  of  men, 
applied  to  the  individual  case.  It  is  something 
tragic.  Jesus*  death  would  involve  his  severance 
from  those  to  whom  he  was  very  dear,  and  who  for 
the  good  of  their  lives  had  great  need  of  him. 

Necessity  of  pain  in  a life  of  service.  Con- 
cluding this  section,  I state  that  thoughts  of  a 
cross  could  possibly  have  come  to  Jesus  very  early 
in  his  ministry.  He  could  hardly  have  shut  his  eyes 
to  the  plain  logic  of  the  situation  in  which  he 
found  himself.  It  required  no  special  discernment 
to  see  that  his  teaching  provoked  the  utmost  anta- 
gonism. His  whole  interpretation  of  the  Law  and  of 
the  Prophets  was  different  from  that  of  the  rabbis. 
He  had  started  with  the  fundamental  duty  of  love, 
which  finds  its  outward  expression  in  ministry  or 
service.  Where  does  this  duty  of  love  end?  "It 
would  be  antithetic  to  the  very  genius  of  love 

to  carry  its  expression  in  ministry  or  service 

1 

only  so  far  as  the  threshold  of  death."  Jesus 


1 Brown-Serman  and  H.  A.  Pncnard,  "What 
Did  Jesus  Think?"  p.  254. 
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must  have  recognized  the  cardinal  necessity  of  pain 
in  a life  dedicated  to  the  expression  of  love.  He 
probably  was  willing  to  preach  the  message  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  even  if  it  would  cost  him  his 
life.  Thus,  the  prospect  of  success  did  not  exclude 


the  thought  of  a cross 
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CHAPTER  II 


WHEN  LID  JESUS  BEGIN  TO 
SPEAK  ABOUT  THE  CROSS 

The  announcement  of  passion  at  Caesarea  Philippi . 

Luring  the  course  of  his  early  ministry  Jesus  had 

come  to  see  that  his  message  did  not  attract  so  many 

people  as  his  acts  of  healing.  What  would  happen  if 

he  would  refuse  to  do  mighty  works?  What  do  the  people 

commonly  think  of  him?  His  disciples  probably  had  not 

told  him  that  his  enemies  insinuated  that  he  was  the 

chosen  emissary  of  the  chief  of  the  devils,  but  that 

some  regarded  him  as  one  of  Israel* s true  prophets. 

In  their  judgment  Jesus  came  up  to  the  best  in  the 

1 

nation*s  past.  "But  who  say  ye  that  I am?"  Peter 
breaks  silence  with  the  acknowledgment  that  they 
see  in  him  the  Messiah,  who  sums  up  Israel’s  hopes 
and  ushers  in  the  reign  of  God.  This  probably  was 
a somewhat  encouraging  answer.  If  Jesus  had  accepted 
the  idea  of  being  the  Messiah,  then  it  must  have 
given  to  him  great  satisfaction  to  hear  from  the 
lips  of  one  who  knew  him  intimately  the  echo  of  his 
own  thought  of  himself.  But  could  they  know  what 
was  in  his  mind?  He  thought  of  the  treatment  of 


1 Matthew  XVI.  15 


il  Hd’TCAiO 


OT  ^ITj-E  8TJ£2X  aa  .4Lh.. 

SSOHO  £3T  ToOiTA  >EA£S8 

♦ 

, i ;.•  . .,-ot  r.-  i T.  tir  •-•o.mnn.  axi'i 

o<vi  syaol,  vtI’  inix*  \ tips  si  i lo  931000  9 do 

yriftr  os  *0X1  bib  ©aasaor  aid  1-sdi  -98  oi  snco 

lx  nsqqBri  VV  .^nilssd  lo  sIob  Bid  3B  sXqoeq 

^Iqos?i  aril  o*  vS..  ’ ?3dio?r  ob  ol  $80191  bio  or?  3 . 

i r- ■ ::  -foiq  a.iXe  ioax?  *r  ■-:  d ro  rrri-'.t  ~J.  nor. -000 
o;vt  3«rr  ad  isdi  haJ.ssm / n ft!  a&ixasrra  aid  mid  bloi 

, 

, ? •-  C ■'  t.‘  ’T3  1 f .:  ' " *3  :jiiO  S£  id  V •'  T -• 

srfj  rri  laad  odl  cl  ?•  . o nu3 sT.  ^naicr-b'ft  T :3  ■ il- 

T3  9‘  r Ofne,  X isrf  r 9V  -Tfi3  orirr  ljjrf*  ,&aaq  s’nrii.sn 
yetii  tsds  Inesi^bdlwondOB  adl  di  i<7  sonslia  871*59*10 
- ■ ~ £ . ' O C'i  , 3 ■ 9 J i Sr 

3«A  ^Xctedoiq  8 id"  .boO  10  n^isi  edl  ni  aisoau  bns 
belqeoos  b«rf  suael.  II  .iswens  ani^su/oona  tarfwajcoa  s 

::-  • * r :3  r r ‘ ' , :■  :J  -3  9.  ■ ?r;i  * V B9.‘;i  3 no 

edt  roil  T39ii  ci  nciio 'In iloa  Is 91  fill-  cl  nev* 
si  lo  odot-  yla  *■■  : }■•  : - 0:  or  0 act  I 

. 

lo  inanlBSil  sdi  lo  id-iuodi  sK  ?brtirn  aid  ni  aB"? 


. !X  .IVX  wadiJ-aU  X 


20 


& God’s  messengers  through  all  the  centuries,  of  the 

blood  of  all  the  prophets  which  was  shed  from  the 

foundation  of  the  world.  He  recalled  the  outcome 

of  the  career  of  that  mysterious  Servant  of  Jehovah, 

who  was  wounded  for  others’  transgressions,  bruised 

for  their  iniquities,  and  had  made  many  righteous. 

His  mind  has  been  vividly  impressed  with  the  recent 

fate  of  John  the  Baptist.  He  could  easily  have  come 

to  the  conclusion  that,  "The  Son  of  Man  must  suffer 

many  things,  and  be  rejected  by  the  elders,  and  the 

1 

chief  priests  and  the  scribes,  and  be  killed." 

Explanation  of  the  details.  It  is  easy  to  dis- 
miss any  of  the  predictions  of  Jesus’  death  as  pro- 
phecy after  the  event.  Yet  we  cannot  deny  that  Jesus 
had  a special  gift  of  foreseeing  the  course  of 
events.  He  had  a deeper  insight  into  life  than  most 

of  his  contemporaries. 

2 

"A  great  mind  can  hold  a great  purpose  in  view 
and  see  its  general  outlines  without  allowing  itself 
to  be  prematurely  concerned  with  all  the  particulars. 
A great  mind  further  can  foresee  and  yet  hold  off 
the  agony  of  a coming  sorrow." 

* A 

It  would  not  have  been  impossible  for  Jesus  to  see 


1 Luke  VIII.  31. 

2 W.D.  Mackenzie,  "Jesus  Christ , " in  the  Encyclo- 
paedia of  Religion  and  Ethics,  Vol.  VII.  p.  514. 
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that  the  cross  could  possibly  be  the  end  of  his  life. 
We  also  have  to  admit  that  there  was  a distinct  re- 
membrance in  the  circle  of  the  disciples  that  such 
prophecies  had  been  uttered.  One  can  hardly  suppose 
that  they  purposely  had  transmitted  to  us  a lie.  It 
is  quite  possible  therefore  that  real  predictions 
were  remembered,  although  they  were  surely  influ- 
enced by  the  fact  of  Jesus*  actual  death.  When  the 
editors  or  authors  of  the  Gospel  records  gave  litera- 
ry form  to  the  predictions,  Jesus  was  known  to  have 
announced,  they  naturally  made  the  predictions  con- 
form as  close  as  possible  to  the  actual  facts.  There- 
fore they  mention  even  details,  such  as  mocking, 
spitting,  scourging,  and  personal  resurrection  three 
days  after  the  execution.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
quite  possible  too  that  with  the  increased  possibi- 
lity of  death  the  mind  of  Jesus  could  have  been 
occupied  with  details  of  some  crucifixions  which 
he  himself  had  witnessed,  until  the  complete  pic- 
ture of  the  possible  end  of  his  earthly  life  stood 
clearly  before  his  inner  eye,  and  moved  his  deepest 
f eelings. 

Historical  facts.  It  is  not  necessary  to  believe 
that  Jesus  accepted  docilely  any  one  of  the  ready- 
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made  ways  of  thinking.  He  did  not  live  strictly 
according  to  the  model  of  the  Suffering  Servant  of 
Jehovah,  and  yet  he  drew  freely  upon  any  of  those 
thoughts  so  far  as  they  harmonized  with  his  prin- 
ciples, and  subordinated  them  to  a fresh  and  ori- 
ginal interpretation  of  his  own  mission.  Although 
we  cannot  accept  the  predictions  just  as  they  are 
transmitted  to  us,  still  we  are  thankful  to  possess 
them.  They  give  us  at  least  three  historical  facts. 
First,  Jesus  believed  that  the  cross  was  a probable 
end  of  his  earthly  life.  Second,  he  had  already 
adjusted  his  own  thinking  to  this  outcome,  and 
had  tried  to  get  his  disciples  to  do  the  same. 
Finally,  he  did  not  believe  that  his  death  would 
end  his  cause. 

Renewal  of  strength  and  deep  insight . There 
was  only  one  way  to  keep  the  mass  of  the  people, 
and  that  was  by  lowering  the  ideal  and  by  meeting 
the  popular  expectations.  The  severity  of  Jesus1 
rebuke  of  Peter,  "Get  thee  behind  me  Satan;  for 
thou  mindest  not  the  things  of  God,  but  the  things 
of  men,"  may  possibly  indicate  that  Jesus  felt 
himself  tempted  to  use  some  other  means  to  attain 
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hi.8  purpose.  He  may  have  "been  once  more  undergoing 
a kind  of  temptation.  Perhaps  he  found  himself  at 
grips  with  other  ideals  of  his  work.  There  were 
men  like  himself  prepared  to  stake  their  lives  for 
the  hope  of  Israel.  Might  they  not  be  right?  It  is 
possible  that  their  opinions  could  have  strained 
him  as  heavily  as  the  current  opinions  of  the 
people  when  he  was  first  tempted.  This  time  also, 
he  was  seeking  the  will  of  God  for  himself.  It 
was  the  fate  of  the  prophets  of  old  that  might 
have  been  in  his  mind.  At  the  Mount  of  Transfigu- 
ration th4  career  of  Moses  and  Elijah  especially 
claimed  his  attention.  Both  had  mysteriously 
glorious  exits  from  this  world.  Would  his  be 
like  theirs?  Behind  that  scene  on  the  mountain, 
we  may  possibly  see  how  Jesus  confronts  the  out- 
come of  his  career  and  how  he  determines  his 
immediate  course.  In  that  experience  he  rises 
out  of  the  society  of  his  companions  into  the 
loftier  fellowship  of  the  prophets  before  him, 
and  for  a moment  his  disciples  realize  it. 

The  principle  of  "taking  up  the  cross. " It 
need  not  be  assumed  that  Jesus  definitely  fore- 
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saw  the  cross  as  a means  ol  bringing  his  life  to  an 

end.  His  reference  to  the  disciple’s  denying  himself, 

1 

taking  up  the  cross,  and  following  nxiu  may  be  prover- 
bial, or  if  not,  Jesus  was  familiar  enough  with  the 
Homan  mode  of  execution  to  use  one  item  in  it  as  a 
vivid  illustration  of  a general  principle.  There  is 
a possibility  that  Jesus  was  commonly  regarded  as  the 
great  prophet  of  the  last  days,  because  he  was  calling 
those  who  were  willing  to  suffer  for  the  Kingdom  of 
God.  One  might  even  have  heard  him  saying,  that  any- 
one who  would  shrink  from  aacrif icing  his  present 

ohyeical  life  for  this  great  cause  would  lose  the 

2 

bleesed  life  in  the  New  Age. 

The  principle  of  "walking  in  the  narrow  way. " 

One  cannot  deny  that  there  is  sometimes  a deep  and 

sad  note  in  Jesus’  teaching.  It  is  possible  that 

he  had  begun  to  show  how  the  fate  which  could  await 

him  harmonized  with  all  the  deepest  realities  of 

the  spiritual  life,  and  that  he  had  come  to  bring 

division  among  the  people,  "for  there  shall  be 

from  henceforth  five  in  one  house  divided,  three 

3 

against  two*  and  two  against  three."  He  also  laid 


1 Mark  VIII.  34. 

2 Mark  VIII.  35-38. 

3 Luke  XII.  49-53;  Matthew  X.  34-37. 
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great  stress  on  the  importance  of  confessing  him 

1 

"before  men,  and  the  seriousness  of  denying  him. 
Those  passages  clearly  show  that  Jesus  was  walking 
in  the  narrow  way  and  required  the  same  from  his 
followers.  They  must  "be  ready  to  sacrifice  every- 
thing for  the  message  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven, 
or  else  they  must  leave  him  altogether . 

The  laws  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  It  is 
impossible  to  determine  when  Jesus  had  gained  the 
insight  that  the  road  to  spiritual  greatness  is 
the  narrow  way  of  self-sacrifice  and  self-denial. 
"But  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  did  arrive  at  this 
conclusion.  The  Beatitudes  clearly  show  what  he 
considered  the  laws  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

He  called  blessed  the  poor  in  spirit,  the  mourners, 
the  meek,  they  that  hunger  and  thirst  after  righ- 
teousness, the  merciful,  the  pure  in  heart,  the 
peacemakers,  they  that  have  been  persecuted  for 

righteousness  sake,  and  finally,  they  that  suffer 

2 

persecution  for  his  sake.  Jesus  certainly  did  not 
lay  down  rules  for  others  which  he  disregarded  in 
his  own  person. 


1 Matthew  X.  32-53;  Luke  XII.  8-9?  Mark  VIII.  38. 

2 Matthew  V.  3-11. 
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Seeing  Satan  falling  from  heaven.  No  doubt, 
some  of  his  disciples  entered  into  the  spirit  of 
Jesus*  teaching.  They  had  found  courage  enough  to 
address  the  people,  and  upon  one  occasion  they  had 
not  only  preached  repentance  and  announced  the 
coming  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  but  had  really 
succeeded  in  healing  sick  persons.  As  they  came 
back  rejoicing,  Jesus  shared  their  joy,  and  ex- 
claimed: "I  see  Satan  falling  as  lightning  from 
1 

heaven."  If  they  could  do  what  he  did,  the  time 

was  certainly  coming  when  the  power  of  Satan  over 

men  would  be  ended.  Thus,  Jesus  had  always  hope 

of  success,  but  he  was  also  aware  of  the  dangers 

that  surrounded  him.  He  encouraged  his  disciples 

to  be  brave,  and  not  to  fear  men  who  could  only 

kill  the  body,  but  not  the  soul.  "Fear  him,  who 

after  he  hath  killed  hath  powrer  to  cast  into  Ge- 
2 

henna."  Concluding  this  chapter  it  may  be  stated 
that  Jeus  did  speak  of  his  death,  but  that  he  had 
hope  of  success,  even  though  the  road  to  spiritual 
greatness  is  the  road  of  self-sacrifice  and  self- 
denial. 


1 Luke  X.  17-22. 

2 Luke  XII.  4,5. 
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CHAPTER  III 


GOING  UP  TO  JERUSALEM 
AND  THE  CROSS 

Various  theories  dealing  with  J e su s * going  up 
to  Jerusalem.  Having  stated  and  proved  that  Jesus 
found  himself  surrounded  hy  enemies,  especially 
those  of  the  Jewish  priesthood,  we  can  hardly  avoid 
the  question,  what  induced  Jesus  to  go  up  to  Jeru- 
salem? It  is  a difficult  problem,  and  many  theories 
have  tried  to  find  a solution. 

The  religious  duty.  A very  common  view  is 
that  Jesus  went  to  Jerusalem  because  of  the  reli- 
gious duty  which  was  incumbent  upon  all  Israelites. 
He  had  not  freed  himself  from  paying  the  Temple 
tax,  why  should  he  not  meet  the  other  requirements 
of  the  law?  It  is  one  of  his  own  statements  that 

he  was  not  come  to  destroy,  but  tto  fulfil  the  Law 

1 

and  the  Prophets.  Against  this  theory  one  can  say, 
that  this  law  only  demanded  the  observance  of  one 
of  the  three  great  annual  festivals, and  Jesus  was 
sufficiently  independent  of  the  law  to  subordinate 
ceremonial  observances  to  his  higher  calling. 


1 Matthew  V.  17 
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The  menace  of  Herod.  It  is  undoubtedly  wrong 
to  say,  that  all  the  Pharisees  were  bitterly  opposed 
to  Jesus  and  what  he  did.  This  is  only  partly  true. 
There  were  even  Pharisees  among  the  followers  of 
Jesus,  like  Nicodemus  and  Joseph  of  Arimathaea. 

There  cannot  be  any  reason  for  being  astonished 
that  certain  Pharisees  came  to  Jesus  and  told  him 
of  Herod’s  intention  to  kill  him.  Probably  Jesus 
was  teaching  not  very  far  from  the  residence  of 
Herod  Antipas.  He  was,  however,  not  afraid.  "Go 
and  say  to  that  fox,  Behold  I cast  out  demons  and 
perform  cures  to-day  and  to-morrow,  and  the  third 
day  I am  perfected.”  Jesus  appears  to  have  known 
that  Herod  tried  to  get  rid  of  preachers  of  righ- 
teousness by  threatening  them  with  death,  which 
he  did  not  have  the  courage  to  execute.  He  probably 

"did  not  wish  to  bring  upon  himself  a second  time 

1 

the  odium  of  having  slain  a Prophet."  Jesus  is 
sure  that  his  work  will  not  be  abbreviated  or  dis- 
turbed by  Herod.  This  whole  menace  of  Herod,  how- 
ever, seems  to  be  mere  fiction,  especially  so 
because  of  the  mention  of  the  three  days  after  which 
Jesus  will  rise  from  the  dead.  If  Jesus  had  really 


1 A.  Plummer,  "St,  Luke,"  in  the  International 
Critical  Commentary,  p.  349. 
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mentioned  his  personal  resurrection  at  the  end  of  a 
literal  three  days  period,  it  is  hard  to  see  why  his 
disciples,  after  his  execution,  were  not  eagerly  ex- 
pecting it,  instead  of  refusing  to  "believe  it  when 
it  was  reported  to  them.  It  is  also  very  improbable 
that  they  would  have  left  to  the  women  the  duty  of 
visiting  the  tomb  on  the  third  morning  if  they  had. 
known  that  Jesus  would  appear  again.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  may  be  true  that  the  term  *three  days'1  was 
a phraseological  expression  or  a later  editor  in- 
serted it  into  the  text.  The  idea,  however,  is  clear. 
Jesus  was  not  afraid  of  Herod, 

The  menace  of  the  Jews.  It  is  also  incorrect 
to  hold  that  Jesus  vrent  to  Jerusalem  because  of  the 
menace  of  those  Jews  who  were  his  enemies.  Jesus 
might  easily  have  escaped  into  a hidden  place.  His 
enemies  would  have  had  no  interest  in  attacking  him, 
if  he  retired  to  his  prophetic  career  in  the  more 
distant  provinces.  Even  if  he  had  considered  his 
activity  to  be  essentially  at  an  end,  he  could 
still  have  devoted  himself  to  the  further  instruc- 
tion of  his  disciples,  whose  development  he  by  no 
means  regarded  as  complete. 
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The  dogmatic  necessity.  Christians,  who  still 
believe  in  the  verbal  inspiration  of  the  Bible  hold, 
that  the  motive  for  Jesus*  going  up  to  Jerusalem 
was  because  of  dogmatic  necessity.  He  decided  to  go 
in  order  to  force  the  issue  of  his  claim  to  Messiah- 
ship  in  full  expectation  that  this  would  lead  to 
his  death  on  the  cross.  Such  a view  has  to  be  re- 
jected, because  it  is  based  on  the  exact  authenti- 
city of  Jesus*  predictions  of  his  death  and  resur- 
rection after  three  days.  Such  a view  takes  away 
all  the  heroism  of  his  momentous  venture,  and  fails 
to  see  that  such  an  act  would  have  been  construc- 
tive suicide  on  the  part  of  Jesus.  Further  facts 
against  this  theory  can  be  found  in  the  conduct  of 
Jesus  himself.  He  was  so  cautious  during  his  activi- 
ty in  Jerusalem  that  he  quitted  the  city  every 
evening,  and  during  the  last  week  he  slept  with 
his  friends  at  Bethany.  If  he  had  foreseen  the  end 
of  his  life  on  the  cross,  we  must  ascribe  to  him 
the  wrong  sort  of  supernaturalism,  and  that  he 
walked  according  to  some  rigid  plan  in  which  he 
did  not  allow  for  the  inevitable  contingency  of 


human  affairs 
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The  intention  of  making  a Messianic  demonstration 
It  is  a very  common  opinion  that  Jesus  was  asked  to 
go  up  to  Jerusalem  in  order  to  make  a Messianic  de- 
monstration. The  suggestion  may  have  been  made  by 
those  who  did  not  believe  in  him  and  in  his  mission. 
This  could  only  have  taken  place  at  a moment  when 
Jesus  had  achieved  a great  measure  of  success.  His- 
torical support  for  ai  ch  a view  cannot  be  given. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  proposal  may  have  been  made, 
not  in  a spirit  of  hostility,  but  with  the  desire  to 
see  his  work  extended.  Such  a manifestation  would 
efface  the  sense  of  defeat  or  partial  defeat  caused 
by  Jesus’  experience  in  Galilee.  His  followers 
wanted  to  be  reassured  and  confirmed  in  the  confi- 
dence which  they  had  in  him.  A triumphal  manifesta- 
tion surely  could  not  be  expected  in  Galilee,  but 
in  Jerusalem  they  might  yet  hope  to  see  it. 

We  easily  overemphasize  the  disappointment 
Jesus  experienced  during  his  ministry  in  Galilee. 

This  gave  rise  to  the  opinion  that  Jesus  went 
straightway  to  Jerusalem  in  order  to  make  a last 
attempt  to  bring  his  movement  to  a success.  Only 
the  direct  certainty  that  his  hour  was  come  could 
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move  him  to  attend  the  Passover  celebration  in  Jeru- 
salem. There  the  final  decision  had  to  be  made.  If 
some  incalculable  decree  of  God  did  not  intervene, 
the  end  could  only  be  his  earthly  destruction.  Luke, 
however,  does  not  seem  to  have  considered  the  depar- 
ture for  Jerusalem  very  important.  After  he  had 
mentioned  that  the  time  of  Jesus’  death  was  drawing 
near,  he  reports  a series  of  incidents  which  show 
Jesus  pursuing  his  ministry  in  Galilee.  In  chapter 
seventeen,  Jesus  seems  to  have  been  once  more  on 
the  road  towards  Jerusalem,  but  it  is  not  certain 
that  he  had  definitely  left  Galilee.  He  probably 
was  only  on  the  borders  of  Galilee,  since  of  the 
lepers,  who  were  healed,  there  were  nine  Jews  and 
only  one  a Samaritan.  Directly  after  the  healing 
of  the  lepers,  Luke  represents  Jesus  in  conversation 
with  the  Pharisees.  This  incident  might  just  as  well 
have  taken  place  in  Judaea  as  in  Galilee.  Finally, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  third  prediction  of  suffe- 

1 

ring,  Luke  reports,  "Behold,  we  go  up  to  Jerusalem." 
This  indifference  of  Luke  toward  Jesus’  departure 
for  Jerusalem  may  be  explained  by  saying  that  he 


1 Luke  XVIII.  31 
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knew  some  narratives  which  related  either  to  the  de- 
parture from  Galilee  or  to  the  journey  from  Galilee 
to  Jerusalem,  through  Samaria,  but  he  did  not  take 
trouble  to  connect  them  with  each  other.  It  proves, 
however,  that  the  departure  for  Jerusalem  was  not 
considered  very  important  by  him. 

1 

Interesting  is  Francis  C.  Burkitt's  theory. 

He  regarded  Jesus1  journey  toward  Jerusalem  and  the 
sort  of  action  he  took  in  Jerusalem  as  of  the  nature 
of  what  in  military  affairs  is  called  a "forlorn 
hope,”  which  is  an  attack  that  has  little  prospect 
of  success,  but  if  made  may  so  change  the  conditions 
as  to  make  ultimate  success  possible.  The  soldiers 
who  compose  the  forlorn  hope  may  fall,  but  through 
their  effort  the  fortress  may  be  taken.  According 
to  this  theory  Jesus  saw  in  his  death  the  only 
means  whereby  his  Kingdom  might  be  established. 

This  line  of  thought  is  well  expressed  in  the  words 
of  Albert  Schweitzer,  who  has  the  same  idea  con- 
cerning  the  death  of  Jesus.  He  says: 

"Jesus  in  the  knowledge  that  he  is  the  coming 
Son  of  Man  lays  hold  of  the  wheel  of  the  world  to 
set  it  moving  on  that  last  revolution  which  is  to 
bring  all  ordinary  history  to  a close.  It  refuses 
to  turn,  and  He  throws  Himself  upon  it.  Then  it 
does  not  turn;  and  it  crushes  Him.  Instead  of  brin- 


1 F.C.  Burkitt,  "The  Life  of  Jesus,"  in  the 
History  of  Christianity  in" the  Light  of 
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ging  in  the  eschatological  conditions,  He  has  de- 
stroyed them.  The  wheel  rolls  onward,  and  the  mangled 
"body  of  the  one  immeasurably  great  Man,  who  was  strong 
enough  to  think  of  Himself  as  the  spiritual  ruler  of 
mankind  and  to  bend  history  to  His  purpose,  is  han- 
ging upon  it  still.  That  is  His  victory  and  His 
reign."  1 

These  words  are  clearly  based  on  imagination, 
but  not  on  the  Synoptic  records. 


The  purpose  of  challenge.  It  is  impossible 

for  us  to  determine  the  true  reason  for  Jesus* 

going  up  to  Jerusalem.  We  can  only  suppose  what 

might  have  been  his  motive.  A very  sounc.  opinion 

is  that  Jesus  wanted  to  challenge  the  national 

authorities  to  accept  his  own  deeper  leaning  of 

Messiahship,  and  to  revise  the  natiuiuu.  policies 

accordingly.  Having  such  an  intention  in  mind, 

Jesus  was  inspired  perhaps  by  the  passage  in  Ze- 

chariah,  "Rejoice  greatly,  0 daughter  of  Zion; 

shout,  0 daughter  ofjjerusalem:  behold,  thy  king 

cometh  unto  thee;  he  is  just,  and  having  salvation: 

lowly,  and  riding  upon  anaass,  even  upon  a colt  the 

2 

foal  of  an  ass."  It  is  surprising,  however,  that 
Jesus  was  not  immediately  arrested.  During  his 


1 A.  Schweitzer,  "The  Q,uest  of  the  Hi storical 
Jesus, " p.  369. 

2 Zechariah  IX.  9. 
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trial,  neither  before  Pilate  nor  before  the  Sanhedrin 
was  he  ever  charged  with  pretensions  to  the  kingship 
manifested  in  his  entry  into  Jerusalem.  This  clearly 
shows  that  the  tradition  has  greatly  accentuated  the 
character  of  the  entrance.  Originally  Christians  may 
have  thought  that  Jesus  went  to  Jerusalem  because  of 
the  hostilities  of  Kerod.  This  idea  did  not  appeal 
very  much,  because  something  as  important  as  the 
going  up  to  Jerusalem  could  not  have  been  imposed 
upon  Jesus  by  external  constraint.  They  felt  uneasy 
at  the  suggestion  that  Jesus  had  yielded  to  the 
threats  of  Herod.  So  John,  for  instance,  could  trans- 
mit already  a tradition  which  held  that  Jesus  went 
to  Jerusalem  in  order  to  continue  his  work  of  tea- 
ching in  a more  important  sphere.  Others  even  arrived 
at  the  idea  of  a glorious  Messianic  manifestation, 
and  finally  one  transformed  the  triumphal  entry 
into  a divinely  ordained  march  of  execution. 
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CHAPTER  IV 


THE  JERUSALEM  MINISTRY 
AND  THE  CROSS 

The  probable  effect  of  the  triumphal  entry, 
Jesus  probably  travelled  to  Jerusalem  by  way  of 
Transjordania,  avoiding  Samaria.  Arrived  at  Jericho, 
he  went  to  Jerusalem  with  a fairly  large  number  of 
adherents.  Luke  tells  us,  when  Jesus  first  caught 
sight  of  Jerusalem  he  wept,  but  even  Luke  empha- 
sized the  rejoicing  of  the  disciples  and  their 
enthusiasm.  Perhaps  Jesus  hoped  that  the  great 
numbers  of  pilgrims  and  the  presence  of  many  di- 
sciples would  bring  a change  of  feeling  in  his 
favour.  If  he  really  had  organized  his  arrival  in 
Jerusalem  according  to  the  prophecy  of  Zechariah 
this  entry  could  possibly  have  been  the  act  of  a 
future  Messiah.  The  demonst Ration,  however,  as 
Mark  tells  us,  came  to  nothing  decisive.  It  was 
already  late  in  the  day,  and  Jesus  merely  looked 

around  about  in  the  Temple,  and  returned  to 

1 

Bethany  witfe  his  nearest  friends.  That  is  the  way 


1 Mark  XI.  11 
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things  really  happen.  Mark’s  account  is  most  probably 
based  on  true  historical  reminiscence.  In  the  midst 
of  the  thronging  crowds  the  demonstration  passed  al- 
most unobserved. 

The  Jerusalem  ministry. 

Purpose.  The  triumphal  entry  into  Jerusalem 
may  have  had  real  significance  only  for  the  disciples 
of  Jesus.  It  confirmed  them  in  their  belief  that 
Jesus  was  indeed  returning  to  Jerusalem  as  the  Messiah, 
but  as  a lowly  and  humble  Messiah.  Historically  it  is 
very  possible  that  Jesus  entry  into  Jerusalem  was 
hardly  observed  by  the  great  mass  of  the  people.  For 
Jesus  and  his  disciples  it  seems  to  have  had  some 
significance,  because  he  now  started  a new  field  of 
activity.  Hee  certainly  must  have  had  hope  of  success, 
and  he  seems  to  have  intended  to  bring  about  a re- 
form which  would  have  restored  the  Temple  to  its 
true  purpose.  Therefore  he  cleansed  the  Temple  from 
those  persons  who  had  according  to  the  law  no  right 
to  sit  in  the  interior  of  it,  and  "every  day  he  was 
teaching  in  the  Temple;  and  every  night  he  went  out, 
and  lodged  in  the  mount  that  is  called  Olivet.  And 
all  the  people  came  early  in  the  morning  to  him  in 
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1 

^ the  Temple,  to  hear  him."  £he  representatives  of 

traditional  Judaism  may  have  thought  that  Jesus 

could  not  become  very  dangerous  for  their  position. 

The  superiority  of  their  training  in  the  Scriptures 

and  their  dialectic  skill  would  soon  make  him  silent. 

These  venerated  rabbis,  however,  undervalued  or  did 

not  know  anything  of  Jesus*  sense  of  spiritual 

reality,  his  gift  of  meeting  a situation,  and  his 

natural  good  sense,  which  enabled  him  to  discern 

the  intentions  of  his  questioners  and  to  frustrate 

their  purposes.  Jesus  is  said  to  have  succeeded  in 

refuting  their  arguments  and  had  gained  some  repu- 

2 

tation  as  a wise  man.  Even  if  the  Jerusalem  ministry 
had  lasted  only  four  or  five  days,  this  is  through- 
out possible,  because  some  teachers  can  accomplish 
more  in  a week  what  others  cannot  accomplish  in  a 
month.  This  genius  of  Jesus  naturally  led  to  a dis- 
crediting of  the  highly  educated  priesthood  in  the 
eyes  of  the  people,  and  thus  he  had  created  himself 
a host  of  bitter  enemies  in  Jerusalem. 

ft* 

Probability.  The  Jewish  authorities  were 
obliged  to  be  very  careful  how  they  could  take 
action  against  Jesus;  for  "all  the  multitude  was 

1 Luke  XXI.  37-38. 

2 Luke  X.  25-28;  Mark  28-34. 
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astonished  at  his  teaching. M This  occurs  also  in  the 
story  of  the  Passion  and  explains  why  Jesus  was 

arrested  at  night.  Apart  from  the  idea  of  a ministry 

/ 

of  teaching  in  Jerusalem,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
understand,  first,  how  Jesus  could  have  found  some- 
one who  was  ready  to  lend  him  the  upper  room  for 
the  Passover  celebration;  second,  that  at  the  mo- 
ment of  his  arrest,  there  was  in  the  garden  of  Geth- 
semane  a young  man,  who  did  not  belong  to  the  group 

of  the  Twelve,  and  who  was  nearly  arrested  at  the 

1 

same  time  with  Jesus;  third,  how  the  tradition  could 

have  been  formed  according  to  which  the  people  as 

a whole  regarded  the  death  of  Jesus  as  a great  di- 
2 

saster;  finally,  if  the  author  or  editor  of  Acts 
had  not  known  of  a tradition  which  reported  a period 
of  teaching  carried  on  by  Jesus  at  Jerusalem,  we 
cannot  explain  how  he  could  have  said  that  immedia- 
tely after  Jesus1 2 3  death  his  disciples  formed  a 

3 

group  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  persons. 

Result.  The  opposition  of  the  Pharisees  and 
Sadducees  must  have  grown  rapidly.  What  can  a poor 


1 Mark  XIV.  51-52. 

2 Luke  XXIII.  27-31,  48 

3 Acts  I.  15. 
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r country  preacher  do  against  well  financed  propaganda? 

The  announcement  of  the  destruction  of  the  Temple 
reveals  a great  change  in  the  thought  of  Jesus.  He 
had  realized  that  all  his  efforts  of  reform  were  in 
vain.  Now,  he  refers  to  himself  as  the  Son  whom  the 

husbandmen  slay  in  order  that  they  may  seize  the 

1 

inheritance.  On  one  day,  Jesus  and  his  little  band 

of  disciples  crossed  the  Kidron  Valley  and  climbed 

the  slope  of  Mount  Olivet.  On  reaching  the  summit 

Jesus  paused  and  looking  back  on  the  city  which  he 

had  so  earnestly  sought  to  win,  he  said,  "Jerusalem, 

Jerusalem,  that  killeth  the  prophets  and  stoneth 

them  that  are  sent  to  her!  How  often  would  I have 

gathered  thy  children  together,  even  as  a hen 

gathereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings,  and  ye 
2 

would  not!"  These  words  clearly  show  that  Jesus 
had  tried  to  win  Jerusalem,  tut  did  not  succeed. 
Nevertheless,  he  and  all  the  other  prophets  before 
him  were  looking  forward  to  a nev;  era,  when  there 
will  be  a general  acceptance  of  Jehovah  throughout 
* the  land.  The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  will  finally  be 


1 Matthew  XXI.  33-34. 

2 life, tt hew  XXIII.  37;  Luke  XIII.  34 
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established.  Jesus  could  not  have  given  up  all  hope 
of  success.  How  far  he  thought  of  his  death  at  this 
moment  of  lament  we  cannot  determine.  It  is  possible, 
however,  that  the  fate  of  the  prophets  stood  once 
more  clearly  before  his  eyes  and  made  him  aware  of 
what  would  happen  if  he  continued  in  his  ministry. 

The  estrangement  of  Judas.  It  is  possible  that 
the  thought  of  the  cross  could  have  come  to  Jesus 
by  the  effect  of  the  triumphal  entry  into  Jerusa- 
lem, or  by  the  result  of  the  Jerusalem  ministry,  or 
it  might  have  come  by  the  estrangement  of  Judas. 

We  may  suppose  that  Jesus  with  his  insight  into  the 
moral  and  spiritual  condition  of  others,  could 
have  discovered  the  gradual  estrangement  of  Judas. 

How  often  may  he  have  tried  to  win  Judas.  It  was 
impossible.  Judas  saw  himself  deceived.  He  was  dis- 
appointed. The  long  course  of  training  which  he  had 
undergone  may  have  failed  to  purge  his  mind  of  Hihe 
carnal  expectations  of  his  fellow-Israelites.  For 
him  and  for  the  majority  of  his  countrymen  a 
suffering  Messiah  was  an  absurdity.  It  was  known 
that  the  Messiah  would  come  to  deliver  his  people 
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"but  the  cause  of  Jesus  was  lost.  Probably  in  despera- 
tion, rather  than  because  of  a bad  character,  did  he 
deliver  Jesus  into  the  hands  of  the  national  authori- 
ties. Perhaps  with  the  hope  to  press  Jesus  to  a final 
decision,  he  may  have  justified  his  deed.  If  one 
knows  something  of  the  sanguine  and  aggressive  tem- 
perament of  Jew  even  today,  it  will  not  be  difficult 
to  understand  Judas,  without  making  him  guilty  of 
pilfering  from  the  fund  and  other  motives  of  avarice. 
An  avaricious  man  hardly  has  the  courage  to  commit 
suicide,  nor  was  it  so  difficult  for  Jesus  to  discern 
the  mental  disposition  of  Judas.  It  is  easy  to  see 
if  a man  is  still  full  of  joyful  expectation  or  if 
he  has  given  up  all  hope. 
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CHAPTER  V 


HOY/  DIP  JESUS  THINK  OF  THE  CROSS? 

A CERTAINTY  OR  A PROBABILITY 

The  theory  of  a Messianic  Supper  of  the  world 

to  come.  Of  the  time  shortly  "before  the  Passover 

celebration  we  do  not  have  any  adequate  information, 

Jesus  probably  had  spent  most  of  his  time  in  Bethanjr 

with  his  friends.  We  may  suppose,  however,  that 

Jesus  previously  arranged  for  a room  in  which  the 

Passover  should  be  celebrated.  Now,  concerning 

what  actually  took  place  on  the  occasion  of  the 

1 

Supper  in  the  upper  room  Maurice  Goguel  has  the 
most  extreme  opinion.  He  and  others  think  that 
Jesus  anticipated  with  his  disciples  the  Messianic 
Supper  of  the  world  to  come.  The  good  to  be  enjoyed 
was  the  Messiah  himself.  Jesus  was  pre-occupied 
with  the  completion  of  his  work,  with  the  blessed 
prospect  of  the  time  when  God  shall  have  brought 
his  Kingdom  to  victory,  and  when  from  him  the  power 
of  knowledge  and  of  eternal  life  shall  flow  unimpeded 
into  the  disciples  as  the  gift  of  the  meal  which 
God  prepared  for  those  who  are  faithful  to  him. 


1 M.  Goguel,  "The  Life  of  Jesus, " p.  424  ff. 
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That  the  presentation  of  the  Supper  in  the  reports 
of  the  evangelists  is  quite  different  from  this 
view-point  is  due  to  the  intervening  death  of  Jesus. 

Against  this  theory  some  serious  objections 
may  be  raised.  First,  this  conception  of  the  Supper 
of  the  world  to  come  sets  aside  the  whole  testimony 
of  the  New  Testament.  Second,  it  denies  its  associ- 
ation with  the  Passover  celebration.  Third,  it  ig- 
nores explicit  references  in  every  account  of  it 
to  the  shedding  of  the  blood  of  Jesus.  Finally,  it 
does  not  give  to  this  Supper  the  character  expressly 
stamped  upon  it  in  the  reports  of  the  evangelists. 
According  to  this  theory  Jesus  did  not  have  any  idea 
of  his  parting  from  them.  Such  a theory  is  based  on 
pure  fancy,  and  reduces  Jesus  to  a mere  apocalyptic 
enthusiast . 

The  theory  of  a vicarious  death. 

A discussion  of  its  possibility.  In  some  circles 
of  Jewish  thought,  at  the  time  of  Jesus,  the  suffering 
of  righteous  individuals  was  believed  to  bring  good 
to  the  nation.  It  had  introduced  the  glorious  Macca- 
bean  Age  with  all  its  enthusiasm  and  devotion  to 
high  ideals.  No  doubt,  the  martyr  death  of  Eleazar 
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and  of  the  seven  brothers  together  with  their  mother 

had  served  to  purify  the  nation.  If  one  had  had  more 

martyrs  at  that  time,  Yahweh  could  have  cleansed  the 

people  more  thoroughly,  and  the  Romans  would  have 

been  utterly  defeated.  As  Jesus  thought  upon  the 

death  that  could  probably  befall  him,  he  could  have 

thought  of  the  many  heroes  of  his  race  who  had  died 

that  others  might  gain  release.  He  perhaps  remembered 

the  word,  of  the  Psalmist,  "They  that  trust  in  their 

wealth,  and  boast  themselves  in  the  multitude  of 

their  riches;  none  of  them  can  by  any  means  redeem 

his  brother,  not  give  to  God  a ransom  for  him,  for 

the  redemption  of  their  life  is  costly,  and  it 

1 

faileth  for  ever."  Or  he  may  have  thought  of  Eleazar, 
who  had  prayed  that  his  blood  might  be  their  means 
of  purification,  and  that  his  life  might  be  a ransom 
for  their  life;  or  those  other  Maccabean  martyrs, 

"through  whom  our  country  was  ourified,  they  having 

2 

become  a ransom  for  the  nation* s sin."  Thus,  the 
idea  of  a vicarious  death  could  possibly  have 
entered  the  mind  of  Jesus. 


1 Psalm  XL IX.  7-10. 

2 Macc.  IV.  17,20,22,  Rawlinson*s  Translation 
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The  expression  ’ the  blood  of  the  covenant . 1 2 3 
The  idea  of  a vicarious  death  still  finds  support 
in  that  all  synoptists  in  their  narratives  intro- 
duce the  word  ’ covenant’  in  some  construction  or 

1 

another.  Mark  has,  "This  is  my  blood  of  the  covenant 

Matthew  has,  "This  is  ray  blood  of  the  new  covenant; 

and  Luke  has  the  Pauline  form,  "This  cup  it  the  new 

3 

covenant  in  my  blood."  Jesus  seems  to  have  regarded 
the  Supper  as  in  some  sense  parallel  with  the  old 
Passover.  He  puts  it  side  by  side  with  the  most 
solemn  rite  of  the  Old  Covenant.  Jesus  could  hardly 
have  done  this  had  he  not  considered  it  as  of  equal 
significance.  We  may  suppose  that  he  regarded  its 
ideas  as  similar  to  that  of  the  Passover.  The  first 
celebration  of  the  Passover  was  a memorial  feast  of 
a great  deliverance  ao  also  was  this  Supper.  In  one 
case  the  deliverance  was  from  outward  bondage  by 
outward  means;  in  the  other  it  was  from  spiritual 
bondage  byjspiritual  means.  Against  these  lines  of 
speculation,  certain  scholars  have  the  opinion  that 
this  word  ’covenant’  was  not  used  by  Jesus  at  all. 


1 Mark  XIV.  24. 

2 Matthew  XXVI.  28 

3 Luke  XXII.  20. 
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r These  are  their  arguments.  First,  the  expression 

"Ify-  "blood  of  the  covenant M is  awkward  in  Greek. 
Second,  it  is  impossible  to  translate  these  words 
into  Hebrew  or  Aramaic.  Third,  the  conception  of 
the  covenant  owes  its  place  in  Christianity  to  the 
work  of  Paul  or  others.  Consequently,  Jesus  could 
not  have  said  or  used  these  words. 

Against  the  opinion  that  Jesus  did  not  use 

tne  expression  ’the  blood  of  the  covenant’  some 

reasons  may  be  mentioned.  First  of  all,  it  may 

by  awkward  in  Greek  or  in  any  other  language  to 

combine  in  one  proposition  the  two  ideas,  this  is 

my  blood,  and  this  is  covenant  blood;  but  however 

awkward  it  may  be,  these  words  are  real  ideas 

which  the  mind  can  grasp.  It  must  therefore  be 

possible  to  translate  them  into  any  language. 

Second,  it  does  not  follow  that  because  the  apostle 

Paul  makes  use  of  an  idea  he  originated  it.  Paul 

himself  said,  "I  delivered  unto  you  that  which 

1 

also  I received.”  Why  giould  not  this  idea  be  one 
* of  them?  In  any  case,  this  idea  of  the  covenant 

is  a fundamental  ©Id  Testament  conception.  Jesus 


1 1 Cor.  XV.  3 ff 
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could  possibly  have  spoken  these  words  if  there  is  no 

r 

other  objection  to  them.  A serious  argument  against 
them,  however,  is  that  Paul  or  others  need  not  to 
have  originated  the  idea  of  the  covenant,  but  that 
they  introduced  it  from  the  Old  Testament  into  the 
New  Testament.  This  is  very  probable,  because  the 
Synoptic  records  were  written  late  after  the  death 
of  Jesus.  The  imaginative  minds  of  Orientals  are 
able  to  colour  events  during  this  time  very  nicely. 

The  idea  of  a vicarious  death  rejected . Having 
come  to  the  end  of  the  discussion  concerning  the 
idea  of  a vicarious  death  in  the  thought  of  Jesus, 
we  are  forced  to  reject  it,  because  of  the  following 
reasons.  First,  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  teaching 
of  Jesus  as  a whole.  He  never  made  forgiveness  de- 
pendent upon  the  propitiatory  virtue  of  his  death. 

The  idea  of  a death  that  takes  away  the  sins  of 
others  could  not  have  determined  his  actions. 

Second,  Jesus  would  not  have  been  so  sorrowful,  if 
he  had  known  before  that  his  death  could  cause  a 
deliverance  of  mankind.  He  would  rather  have  re- 
joiced that  mere  death  could  accomplish  so  much. 

It  seems  to  be  more  historically  true  that  Jesus 
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f had  not  celebrated  the  Passover  at  all.  He  was  probably- 

put  to  death  before  the  time  had  come  for  eating  the 
Passover.  Finally,  all  the  eucharistic  formulas  seem 
to  represent  the  later  growth  of  Christian  institution 
and  reflect  theological  speculation  on  the  significance 
of  the  death  of  Jesus.  This  chapter,  consequently, 
does  not  bring  any  development  in  the  thought  of 
Jesus  concerning  the  cross.  He  probably  was  still 
hoping  for  success,  but  a violent  death  was  possible. 
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CHAPTER  VI 


THE  INNER  MEANING  OP 
THE  CROSS  FOR  JESUS 

A dangerous  person  is  a dangerous  situation. 

By  quoting  the  words  of  the  twelfth  verse  of  the 

fifty-third  chapter  of  Isaiah,  Jesus  is  speaking 

ironically  or  metaphorically  of  a situation  in 

which  he  is  regarded  as  a dangerous  person.  "He 

1 

was  classed  among  criminals."  Jesus  sees  danger 
not  only  for  himself,  hut  also  for  his  disciples. 
They  will  need  to  gird  themselves  for  conflict. 

It  has  "been  said,  that  Jesus  knew  that  the  penalty 
of  a criminal  would  fall  on  himself,  because  he 
was  classed  among  criminals  by  his  enemies,  by  him 
self,  and  by  the  will  of  God;  further,  that  his 
death  was  certain,  so  he  wanted  to  save  at  least 
his  disciples.  For  this  reason,  he  ordered  them 
to  take  arms  and  to  be  prepared  for  murderous 
attempts  upon  their  lives.  This  view  stands 
clearly  opposed  to  Jesus*  answer,  "enough!  enough! 
which  means,  you  have  not  understood.  He  had 
spoken  in  parables.  It  is  unlikely  that  Jesus 
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seriously  entertained  the  thought  of  armed  resistance. 
Such  an  idea  is  contrary  to  the  whole  tenor  of  his 
life  and  teaching.  It  is  more  probable,  however,  that 
the  evangelist  had  awkwardly  constructed  this  passage 
as  he  had  in  mind  the  resistance  recorded  in  Mark's 
report.  It  is  also  possible  that  these  words  are 
genuine  expressions  of  Jesus,  because  it  is  hardly 
probable  that  a Christian  believer  would  invent  such 
mourful  irony  for  his  master.  These  words  can  be  used 
to  show  that  there  was  in  Jesus  a vein  of  tender  and 
melancholic  playfulness,  which  came  to  outward  ex- 
pression in  moments  of  danger  and  despondency. 

Why  the  agony  in  Gethsemane?  After  the  Supper 
in  the  upper  room,  Jesus  and  his  disciples  had  gone 
to  the  garden  of  Gethsemane.  Here  Jesus  engaged  in 
prayer  alone.  Only  a few  words  of  his  petition  have 
come  down  to  us.  The  circumstances  are  not  so  im- 
portant as  the  question,  why  did  Jesus  have  the 
agony  in  the  garden  of  Gethsemane?  Could  he  not 
escape?  If  not,  why  did  he  pray  for  a cup  to  be 
removed?  Many  suggestions  have  been  given  concerning 
the  meaning  of  this  prayer,  the  least  worthy  of 
which  is  the  one  saying  that  the  cup  is  the  cross. 
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f Others  think  it  refers  to  his  disciples’  forsaking 

him,  the  kiss  of  the  "betrayer,  or  the  temptation  to 
step  out  of  the  garden  and  he  a free  man.  Let  us 
consider  some  of  the  major  theories  concerning  the 
agony. 


Theories  dealing  with  Jesus’ 
agony  in  Gethsemane. 

Lear  of  death  as  a physical  dissolution. 
Especially  hy  those  who  are  antagonistic  to  the 
Christian  religion  it  is  said,  that  Jesus  had  the 
agony  in  Gethsemane  because  he  was  a coward,  who 
feared  death  as  a physical  dissolution.  This  means 
to  ascribe  to  Jesus  a weakness  from  which  many 
human  beings  have  been  entirely  free.  If  he  feared 
death,  why  did  he  go  to  Jerusalem,  although  he 
knew  the  hostility  of  the  Sanhedrin?  He  could 
have  escaped,  or  taken  up  a Gentile  ministry. 

If  Jesus  really  feared  death  there  were  means 
and  ways  enough  to  avoid  it.  There  was  still 
opportunity  to  flee  or  to  seek  a hidden  place 
somewhere,  even  shortly  before  the  Temple  guard 
entered  the  garden;  especially  so  because  it  was 
night.  But  Jesus  did  not  make  the  slightest  effort 


to  save  himself 
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Death  before  the  appointed  hour.  It  is  frequently 

/ 

suggested,  that  Jesus  feared  that  death  might  come 
upon  him  before  the  appointed  hour.  That  is  said  to 
be  the  reason,  why  he  yielded,  to  bodily  weakness  and 
weariness.  There  is,  however,  no  evidence  that  Jesus’ 
physical  exhaustion  was  such  as  to  afford  any  ground 
for  such  a fear.  This  view  is  too  prosaic.  It  assumes 
that  the  significance  and  the  value  of  Jesus'  death 
was  only  dependent  on  its  outward  mode.  It  was  in  the 
soul,  the  inner  nature,  of  Jesus  that  his  sacrifice 
was  offered  and  salvation  secured.  Finally,  it  is  in- 
credible that  Jesus’  constant  and  confident  trust  in 
his  heavenly  Father's  providence  failed  him  at  this 
hour,  and  that  God  would  suffer  him  to  perish  leaving 
his  task  unfulfilled. 

Shrinking  from  the  human  crime  of  the  cross. 

A more  satisfactory  explanation  of  Jesus'  agony  in 
the  garden  of  Gethsemane  is  given  by  the  assumption 
that  Jesus  shrank  from  the  sin  of  man,  which  was  in- 
volved in  his  betrayal,  abandonment,  condemnation, 
and  execution.  It  w/as  the  human  crime  of  the  cross 
that  might  have  caused  the  agony.  7/e  hardly  can 
imagine  the  deep  pain  Jesus  suffered  by  Judas' 
treachery.  He  had  done  everything  possible  to 
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bring  him  into  right  relation  with  God.  Not  only 
this,  there  was  the  cold  estrangement  and  weakness 
of  the  other  disciples,  who  had  not  yet  understood 
his  message  and  purpose.  And  as  he  looked  forward 
to  the  meant,  that  would  be  used  to  bring  about  his 
death,  he  must  have  been  filled  with  horror  and 
shame.  There  was  the  craft  and  cruelty  of  the  priest- 
hood, the  feebleness  and  fickleness  of  the  mass  of 
the  people,  the  cowardice  of  the  Homan  governor. 

Could  Jesus  have  known  all  this?  Of  course,  the 
details  of  his  trial  were  unknown  to  him,  but 
everyday  experience  could  surely  support  his 
imagination. 

Interruption  of  fellowship  with  God.  Some 

persons  may  be  satisfied  with  Garvie’s  solution 

1 

of  the  problem.  He  says  that  in  Gethsemane  there 
had  begun  the  process  in  which  the  invasion  of  the 
consciousness  of  Jesus  by  the  sin  of  mankind  in- 
volved the  expulsion  from  his  consciousness  of  the 
clear  and  firm  assurance  of  God's  Fatherhood.  That 
f Jesus  really  feared  the  interruption  of  his  fellow- 

ship with  God  is  possibly  shown  on  the  cross  itself. 
"Eloi,  eloi,  lama,  sabachthani? " "My  God,  my  God, 


1 A.E.  Garvie,  "Studies  in  the  Inner  Life  of 
Jesus , " p.  383  f*f. 
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why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?"  The  only  question  is 
whether  Jesus  could  have  anticipated  this  experience 
in  Gethsemane.  In  support  of  this  view  Garvie  gives 
sope  suggestions.  First,  Jesus  regarded  sin  as  a 
separation  from  God.  Second,  he  recognized  in  death 
the  possibility  of  an  interruption  of  even  the  saint’s 
fellowship  with  God.  Third,  he  cherished  the  hope  that 
like  some  of  the  saints  he  might  escape  this  experience 
in  death.  Fourth,  he  might  have  thought  it  necessary, 
if  he  should  become  a ransom  for  many,  that  he  should 
be  numbered  with  the  transgressors,  deprived  of  the 
comfort  in  death  that  the  saint  of  God  might  look 
for.  Finally,  in  his  saving  love  for  man  he  felt 
himself  driven  into  man’s  place.  Although  one  may 
not  agree  with  each  of  these  suggestions,  there  still 
is  the  great  possibility  that  Jesus  could  have  anti- 
cipated the  obscuration  of  the  vision  of  God’s 
Fatherhood. 

Doubts  and  moral  confusion.  Men  prepare  them- 
selves for  a loved  one’s  death,  and  even  admit  that 
they  think  it  is  for  the  best,  but  when  the  hour  of 
parting  comes  their  affection  cannot  help  pleading 
that  the  dear  life  be  spared  to  them.  For  Jesus  the 
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struggle  meant  more  than  this.  There  could  have  been 
w many  doubts  which  haunted  him  at  this  moment  in  the 

garden.  If  his  closest  intimates  did  not  understand 
him  would  his  death  advance  the  cause  he  had  in  mind? 
Would  it  not  damage  the  cause?  We  have  moments  of  in- 
sight when  we  feel  sure,  and  the  next  morning  all 
confidence  is  gone.  And  when  our  course  involves 

others  who  trust  our  leadership  into  what  an  abyss 

be/ 

of  doubt  can  a man /flung.  Was  he  subjecting  his  dis- 
ciples to  danger  for  nothing?  Again  he  must  have 
doubted  the  salvability  of  the  men  for  whom  he  was 
laying  down  his  life.  The  first  parable  on  his  lips 
is  that  in  which  he  pictures  his  message  falling  on 
four  kinds  of  soil,  and  only  one  of  the  four  proves 
productive.  Jesus  was  facing  man’s  ignorance.  "If 
thou  hadst  known,"  he  wept  over  Jerusalem.  "They 
know  not  what  they  do,"  he  prayed  of  his  executioners. 
He  had  repeatedly  been  obliged  to  say  to  his  dis- 
ciples: "Do  ye  not  yet  understand?"  As  he  looked  at 
them  when  they  were  sleeping  even  a,t  this  moment  of 
danger,  what  could  he  expect  from  them?  As  he  con- 
W4  fronted  the  Sanhedrin,  Pontius  Pilate,  Rerod,  the 

crowd  in  the  judgment  hall,  the  soldiers  in  the 
guard  room,  the  staring  eyes  of  hundreds  at  the 
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place  of  execution,  would  they  or  anyone  of  them 
ever  have  the  faintest  inkling  of  what  he  was  doing? 
One  might  die  for  someone,  if  one  knows  certainly 
that  it  would  do  him  good,  hut  would  it,  when  the 
crowd  shouted,  "Not  this  man,  hut  Barrabas?"  Be- 
sides this  ignorance  of  men,  there  was  perhaps  a 
struggle  with  an  overwhelming  moral  confusion.  He 
might  have  asked  himself,  am  I justified  in  forcing 
the  leaders  of  the  nation  on  to  a supreme  crime? 

He  realized  the  enormity  of  what  they  will  do  and 
its  dire  sequel  in  this  moral  universe.  Jesus  was 
steadfast  to  his  heavenly  Father’s  purpose,  hut 
might  not  there  he  an  alternative  which  had  heen 
disclosed  to  him?  The  situation  is  too  terrible. 

If Ahh a. .. remove  this  cup  from  me,  " if  possible. 

The  result  of  the  agony 
in  Gethsemane. 

Obedience  to  the  will  of  God.  Whatever  might 

have  caused  the  agony  in  the  garden  of  Gethsemane, 

the  result  was  that  Jesus  submitted  to  the  will  of 

his  Father  in  heaven:  "not  as  I will,  hut  as  thou 
1 

wilt."  "Ify  Father,  if  this  cup  cannot  pass  away, 


1 Matthew  XXVI.  39:  Mark  XIV.  36 
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1 

except  I drink  it,  thy  will  be  done."  This  prayer  of 

his  marked  a fresh  stage  in  Jesus’  thought  of  death. 

He  decided  to  remain  united  to  God  by  obedience,  even 

if  that  obedience  involved  the  interruption  of  his 

relation  to  God  or  any  unforeseen  disaster  for  him 

and  for  his  cause.  A change  of  mood  had  taken  place. 

"Sleep  on  now,  and  take  your  rest?  it  is  enough;  the 

hour  is  come;  behold,  the  Son  of  Man  is  betrayed  into 

the  hands  of  sinners.  Arise,  let  us  be  going:  behold, 

2 

he  that  betrayeth  me  is  at  hand."  These  words,  no 
doubt,  indicate  that  a calmness,  a confidence  and 
courage  Had  taken  possession  of  Jesus.  Such  a dis- 
position stands  in  striking  contrast  to  the  sorrow 
with  which  he  had  entered  the  garden  of  Gethsemane. 

Willingness  to  face  the  outcome.  Jesus  consented 
to  his  death.  He  was  willing  to  face  the  outcome. 

But  That  his  death  was  brought  about  by  an  act  of  his 
will  is  nearly  certain.  Complete  obedience  to  the 
will  of  God  is  shown  in  his  dignity  and  mastery  of 
spirit  during  his  arrest,  and  trial,  and  on  the  cross 
f itself.  Here  was  one  who  did  not  perish  in  death. 


1 Matthew  XXVI.  42. 

2 Mark  XIV.  41-43;  Luke  XXII.  43 
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Even  in  the  most  terrible  hour  of  his  life,  his  heart 

was  stayed  on  God.  This  is  expressed  in  the  words  of 
1 

Garvie  s 

"To  the  lives  of  most  men  death  comes  as  an 
interruption  of  effort,  arrest  of  development,  seve- 
rance of  affections;  to  Jesus  it  came  as  a course 
run,  a task  done,  a trust  kept,  a triumph  won;  for 
the  death  itself  was  the  baptism  wherewith  he  was 
to  be  baptized,  and  He  was  straightened  till  it 
was  accomplished.  In  dying  He  fulfilled  His  vocation.” 


Walking  by  faith  and  not  by  sight . Did  Jesus 
know  all  the  consequences  of  his  death  and  the  reason 
for  it?  Perhaps  he  had  more  insight  than  we  suppose. 
It  is  more  probable,  nowever,  that  he  died  without 
knowing  all  the  consequences  of  his  death.  If  he 
icnew  the  outcome  he  would  have  been  only  a martyr 
who  died  for  a certain  cause.  I believe  Jesus  walked 
by  faith  and  not  by  sight.  He  had  not  lost  hope  oi 
a possible  intervention  of  God,  even  to  the  last 
minute.  This  is  what  constitutes  the  incomparable 
grandeur  of  his  death.  He  died,  "confident  and 

morally  certain,  because  he  was  6ure  of  the 

2 

Father  who  had  led  him  thus  far."  Had  there  been 
£r  present  to  his  mind  a logical  demonstration  of  the 


1 Ibid.,  p.  425. 

2 G.  Borguer,  "Some  Aspects  of  the  Life  of 
Jesus,"  p.  261. 
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necessity  of  his  death,  the  trial  would  not  have 
been  90  triumphant.  It  was  religious  faith  and  moral 
obedience  that  carried  him  through  the  hour  and 
power  of  darkness. 

The  1 sitting  on  the  right  hand  of  power. f In 
ancient  times  the  life  of  a person  was  just  as 
cheap  as  it  is  today  in  war.  Especially  if  a man 
was  considered  dangerous  one  did.  not  give  him  a 
very  expensive  trial.  In  the  case  of  Jesus  the  im- 
portant thing  was  to  give  some  political  colour 
to  the  charge,  so  that  the  Roman  governor  might 
be  persuaded  to  consent  to  a death  sentence.  One 
had  decided  to  kill  Jesus,  and  he  himself  must 
have  felt  that  any  defence  was  useless.  The  only 
time  nhen  he  is  said  to  have  broken  his  taciturnity 
was  as  the  High  Priest  asked  him,  if  he  actually 
called  himself  Messiah.  Jesus  replied  by  saying, 

"You  will  see  the  Son  of  Man  sitting  on  the  right 

hand  of  Power  and  coming  with  the  clouds  of 
1 

Heaven."  We  may  reject  this  saying  as  not  genuine 
on  the  ground  that  no  believer  was  actually  pre- 
sent when  these  words  were  spoken,  but  it  finds 


1 Mark  XIV.  62 
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a curious  echo  in  the  words  f0r  which  James  ’the 

Brother  of  the  Lord’  was  afterwards  martyred.  He 

said,  "Why  do  you  ask  me  about  the  Son  of  Man?  He 

sits  in  Heaven  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Great  Power, 

1 

and  is  to  come  on  the  clouds  of  Heaven."  The  term 
’Son  of  Man’  is  so  rare  in  Christian  literature 
outside  of  the  Gospel  stories,  and  the  phrase 
’right  hand  of  Power’  so  definite  and  peculiarly 
Jewish,  that  the  one  saying  can  well  be  the  echo 
of  the  other. 

The  cry  of  despair. 

Early  attempts  to  explain  it.  Christians  of 
the  first  centuries  could  not  believe  that  Jesus 

9 

was  God  when  he  uttered  the  words,  "Ify  God,  my  God, 
why  hast  thou  forsaken  me."  Some  thought  that  a 
phantom  suffered  upon  the  cross,  or  that  the  Holy 
Spirit,  which  had  come  down  upon  Jesus  at  his 
baptism,  had  now  deserted  him.  Others  did  even 
come  to  the  idea  that  Simon  of  Cyrene  was  crucified 
by  mistake  for  Jesus  himself.  Perhaps  it  was  to 
Show  the  absurdity  of  this  last  suggestion  that 
Simon’s  sons,  Alexander  and  Rufus,  are  mentioned 


• * 


1 Hegesippus,  quoted  in  Eusebius,  H.E 
II.  23 Acts  XII.  2. 
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in  Mark’s  report,  in  order  to  distinguish  him  clearly 
from  Jesus,  Later  editors  did  not  mention  Simon  at  all, 
and  John  avoided  his  name  probably  because  of  these 
dangerous  speculations.  He  therefore  clearly  states 
that  Jesus  carried  his  own  cross. 


A common  medical  explanation.  It  is  not  certain 

that  Jesus  had  really  uttered  the  cry  of  despair. 

Thd  ancient  text  of  Mark  which  was  current  in  the 

West  makes  Jesus  say,  "Why  hast  thou  put  me  to 
2 

shame?"  Suppose  we  should  hear  this  word  without 

its  traditional  veil  ol  holiness,  what  effect  would 

it  have?  One  would  certainly  be  convinced  that  this 

is  the  truth.  Jesus  had  suffered  in  silence  and  the 

final  paroxysm  indicates  a literally  broken  heart: 

♦ 

*And  Jesus  cried  again  with  a loud  voice,  and  yielded 

3 

up  his  spirit."  The  soldiers,  to  make  sure  of  his 

death,  thrust  a spear  through  his  heart,  and  there 

4 

came  out  of  it  blood  and  water.  Although  one  cannot 
trust  John’s  statements  very  muvh,  because  he  wrote 

too  late  after  the  event,  this  has  been  taken  as 

\ 

an  indication^ of  a broken  heart.  From  the  medical 
standpoint  this  is  the  view  generally  accepted. 


1 Mark  XV . 21 

2 F.C.  Burkitt,  "The  Life  of  Jesus, " ( ibid ) 
p.  252. 

3 Mark  XV.  37;  Matthew  XXVII.  50. 

4 John  XIX.  34. 
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A psychological  explanation.  From  the  psycholo- 
gical standpoint,  the  experience  of  Jesus  on  the  cross 
has  "been  explained  by  two  laws  of  the  inner  life,  the 
law  of  appropriating  affection,  and  the  law  of  absor- 
bing attention.  On  the  cross,  where  the  world's  sin 
did  the  worst  against  him,  Jesus  most  fully  realized 
its  curse.  This  absorption  of  Jesus  in  the  sin  of 
mankind,  however,  meant  the  withdrawal  of  his  atten- 
tion from  other  objects.  It  necessarily  excluded  the 
help  and  comfort  of  God's  fatherly  love,  and  so  he 
gave  outward  expression  to  his  inner  experience  of 
misery  and  shame  and  doom  of  sin.  The  sin  of  man 
and  the  fatherly  love  of  God  mutually  exclude  each 
other. 


Caused  by  a sense  of  failure.  May  it  be  that 
suddenly  and  for  a passing  moment  Jesus  was  haunted 
by  a sense  of  failure  of  his  life-work?  He  had  been 
no  stranger  to  the  pain  of  di sappointment . He  had 
sorrowed  over  the  fickleness  of  the  people,  whose 
early  enthusiasm  had  disappeared  when  they  realized 
how  hard  were  the  conditions  of  entrance  into  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven.  Often  do  we  hear  him  sorrow  over 
the  backwardness  of  the  disciples  to  understand  the 
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meaning  of  his  mission.  His  lament  over  Jerusalem 
also  may  have  "been  wrung  from  a keen  sense  of  dis- 
appointment. Finally,  in  the  last  hours  of  his  life 
he  had  many  experiences  of  disappointment.  One  of 
the  Twelve  had  betrayed  him.  In  the  court  of  the 
High  Priest  he  had  heard  Peter  says  "I  know  not 
this  man  of  whom  ye  speak.”  All  of  his  disciples 
had  forsaken  him#  and  the  people  had  cried,  "Crucify 
him,  crucify  him.”  Then  he  had  been  hanging  for  many 
hours  amid  the  jeers  of  men  to  whose  service  he  had 
dedicated  his  life.  It  is  not  impossible  that  a sense 
of  failure  of  his  life  work,  only  for  a passing  mo- 
ment, could  have  forced  from  him  the  cry  of  despair. 

Caused  by  terrific  pains.  Death  by  crucifixion 
was  one  of  the  most  inhuman  that  could  be  afflicted; 
for  the  victims  often  lingered  for  two  or  three  days 
upon  the  cross,  in  the  heat  of  the  Eastern  sun,  with 
the  whole  weight  of  their  body  hanging  from  their 
hands  and  feet.  Their  sufferings  must  have  been 
terrible.  What  is  more  natural,  therefore,  than  that 
Jesus  could  have  uttered  the  cry  of  despair  because 
of  the  terrific  pains,  and  without  really  thinking 
that  Cod  had  forsaken  him,  or  that  this  saying  would 
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have  any  significance  at  all.  He  had  that  passage  in 
Psalm  twenty-two  in  mind,  and  pains  pressed  it  from 
his  lips. 

A summary  of  the  conclusions  arrived  at  in  this 
study.  Whether  Jesus  contemplated  his  death  from 
the  beginning  of  his  ministry  is  much  in  dispute. 

I am  inclined  to  think  that  Jesus  must  have  recog- 
nized the  cardinal  necessity  of  pain  in  a life  dedi- 
cated to  the  expression  of  love.  He  was  willing  to 
preach  the  message  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  even  if 
it  would  cost  him  his  life.  The  criticism  against 
which  he  was  defending  his  disciples  clearly  reveals 
an  antagonism  between  his  spirit  and  traditional 
Judasjim  which  could  end  only  in  mutual  injury.  Jesus 
could  hardly  have  shut  his  eyes  to  the  plain  logic 
of  the  situation  in  which  he  found  himself.  The 
sudden  clear  teaching  that  he  must  suffer  and  die 
is  perhaps  made  possible  by  the  confession  of  the 
disciples  that  he  is  the  Messiah.  To  announce  the 
probability  of  his  death  before  that  time  would 
only  have  hindered  the  growth  of  their  insight,  but 
after  that  insight  had  reached  a certain  clarity 
and  steadfastness  the  shock  of  that  other  revelation 
must  be  *i  ven.  From  now  on  Jesus  speaks  of  his 
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death,  and  makes  the ’taking  up  of  the  cross’  a funda- 
mental principle  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  This  does, 
however,  not  allow  the  conclusion  that  he  went  to 
Jerusalem  in  order  to  commit  suicide.  He  probably 
had  hoped  of  success. 

Undoubtedly  in  the  latter  part  of  his  ministry 
the  probability  of  death  became  more  defined  in  re- 
lation to  gathering  circumstances.  The  idea  of  a 
vicarious  death,  however,  could  not  have  determined 
his  actions.  If  he  had  known  that  he  could  cause  a 
deliverance  of  mankind  by  dying  on  the  cross,  Jesus 
probably  would  have  rejoiced.  He  could  not  have 
understood  all  the  consequences  of  his  death  and 
the  reason  for  it  in  details.  Had  there  been  present 
to  his  mind  a logical  demonstration  of  the  necessity 
of  his  death  one  can  hardly  explain  his  agony  in 
Gethsemane  and  the  cry  of  despair.  Jesus  probably 
had  not  lost  the  hope  of  a possible  intervention 
of  God  even  in  the  last  minute  of  his  life.  It  was 
religious  faith  and  moral  obedience  that  carried 
him  through  those  terrific  pains,  while  he  was 
hanging  on  the  cross. 
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CONCLUSION 


We  live  in  a rational  world  in  which  everything 

sooner  or  later  has  a promise  of  "being  explained. 

Scientists  in  all  fields  of  study  try  to  find  out 

the  causes  that  lie  hack  of  certain  results.  There 

is  no  political  or  religious  movement  in  the  world 

without  presuppositions  which  made  their  existence 

possible.  Did  Christianity  also  have  its  causes? 

What  was  it  that  entirely  changed  the  character  of 

the  disciples  of  Jesus?  The  man  from  whom  they  had 

expected  great  things  was  executed  on  the  cross. 

He  could  not  help  himself,  how  can  he  help  others? 

And  yet,  a few  weeks  later  we  find  the  disciples 

rejoicing  to  he  heaten,  imprisoned  and  put  to 

1 

death  for  this  same  man.  No  douht,  something 
tremendous  had  happened.  From  one  who  died  an 
ignominious  death  Christianity  had  originated. 

The  cross  was  not  an  end  in  itself.  It  had  accom- 
plished great  things.  "All  this  new  life,  this 
new  joy,  this  new  victory  over  death  and  sin  is 

2 

attached  to  the  living  and  victorious  Son  of  God." 
The  outcome  of  the  cross  testifies  of  a firm 


1 Acts  V.  41. 

2 T.R.  Glover,  "The  Jesus  of  Hi  story, 11  p.  180. 
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foundation.  Jesus  had  lived  an  ideal  life  of  fellow- 
ship with  God.  He  chose  the  way  of  suffering  and  pain, 

and  knew  what  he  was  doing.  "You  think  like  man,  and 

1 

not  like  God,  " that  was  his  one  great  saying. 

2 

"In  him  the  nature  of  God  has  come  into  our 
human  life  that  we  may  understand  a little  what  that 
nature  is  like.  We  do  not  see  all  of  God,  hut  we  see 
enough  to  convince  us  that  God  is  like  that,  and  we 
bow  our  heads  and  worship." 


1 Mark  VIII.  33. 

2 B.A.  Barton,  "Jesus  of  Nazareth,"  p.  396. 
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